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Brundtland Rapport, Our Common 
future (1987), gave society a new 
definition of sustainablity:

“Pillars” of Sustainability
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3 components:
-economic
-environmental
-social

”intergenerational equity”
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Sustainability Challenge:

Sharing the Earth’s resources
among the 9 - 10 billion 
people expected in 2050.

Sustainable development is a ”need to 
have” not a ”nice to have” ….
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Focus not on the goals, themselves, but the interactions between them!

SDS are a vision for how we want to share the Earth’s resources among 9-10 billion

Research and education to support societal 
development needs to move from “sector 

(discipline)” to “system” focus!!



Few of the individual goals
are expected to be met
and for some critical goals, 
the trend is in the wrond
direction!
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Global Sustainable Development Report, 2019



Levers for transformation

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

ECONOMY AND FINANCE

GOVERNANCE

INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE ACTION

Interactions between the SDGs

Goals relating to global environmental
commons

Goals improving human wellbeing

Linking goal
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But we do not “think” in terms of SDGs!



Earth Resources

Biodiversity* Land* Ocean* Atmosphere*

Human Prosperity

Development = 
Improving Human 
wellbeing
1. Basic needs
2. Material needs
3. Social needs

Energy Food Water Materials: 
Production/wa
ste;  
infrastructure 
– cities)

waste

Direct use or 
habitat change

The challenge of SD is giving all access to the finite resources necessary to allow continued 
development          This requires         and

“Human potential realization”*



Incorporate “cost-effectivity” into all sectors:

Goal for all sectors:

Maximise human 
welfare/environmental cost
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ENTRY  POINTS FOR TRANSFORMATION

LEVERS

Governance

Economy  
andFinance

Individual and  
Collective Action

Science and  
Technology

Human  
wellbeing and   

capabilities

Sustainable  
and just  

economies

Energy  
decarbonisation

and access

Food  systems 
and nutrition  

patterns

Urban and
peri-urban  

development

Global 
environmental

commons

Innovation through combined levers and new partnerships

Knowledge-based transformations

Research and 
education need 
to focus on 
contributing to 
societal 
transformation



Bæredygtig udvikling handler om, at se 
aktiviteter i et systemsammenhæng!

Optimere samfundsmæssig 
nytte mens man minimerer 
de negative samfunds- og 
miljømæssige 
konsekvenser af vores 
aktiviteter. 



1. Fag, der fokuserer på hvordan den 
viden, man erhverver i faget, kan 
bidrage til en samfundsmæssig 
transformation!

2. Kig mod andre universiteter end dit 
eget for at sammensætte det 
læringsforløb, der bedst understøtter 
den faglige profil, du ønsker at 
erhverve!

3. Tænk specialet ind i en 
systemkontekst. Hvad er de 
negative/positive konsekvenser for 
samfundet af den forskning du laver? 
Brug evt. SDG tool
https://sdgimpactassessmenttool.org/

Uddannelse:

https://sdgimpactassessmenttool.org/

